La Ensenanza del Dibujo en las
Escuelas Primarias desde 1920.

The teaching Drawing in the Primary Schools since 1920.

Cnilwilli+*luiu con el movimiento renova-
dor pictérico de México que se micio

en el ano de 1921 al regreso al pais del
pintor Diego Rivera, la Secretaria de Educa-
¢cion Puabliea aprovechd los servicios de algu-
nos pintores mexicanos para sustitumr los mé-
todos académicos queé hasta entonees habian es-
tado las Escuelas Oficiales, con
otros que relacionaran el arte con la vida y

en Vigor en
desarrollaran origmmalidad v abilidad ereadora
en los ninos,

Fué el pintor Adolfo Best Maugard el en-
cargado de comenzar dicha labor, habiendo im-
plantado un método deado por &él, llamado
Resurgimiento v Evolueiéon del
el eual fué resultado del es-

“Tradieion,
Arte Mexicano™’,
tudio que habia realizado de nuestras artes pre-
cortesianas tomando de ellas aquellos elemen-
tos que encontraba como invariantes en su de-
coracion. Descubrié que dichos elementos se
podrian coordinar en siete, a saber: la linea
espiral desarrollada haeia la derecha e 1zquier-
da. el eirenlo. ¢l medioeireulo, el motivo de la
‘S o linea de la belleza, como se le lama en
el arte Griego; la linea ondulada, la linea en
zig-zag v la linea recta en eualquier posieion.
Estos elementos ecomunes en casi todas las ar-
tes de los pueblos primitivos eran representa-
ciones simbolicas, segian la forma que tenian,
por ejemplo: el eireulo representaba al sol, a
la luna o a los demas astros: la linea quebrada
el rayo, ete. El senor Adolfo Best Maugard ha-
ciendo a un lado estas representaciones simbdé-
licas las considerd desde un punto de vista 1ini-
camente estético, tomiandolas eomo base para
la formacion de su ][I.I"'Il]l;]!i, Sostenia (que la ma-
vor o menor riqueza del arte de un pueblo estd
en razon direeta del mayvor o menor nimero
de elementos con que contara. Habiéndose da-
do a los ninos estos elementos, se les ensennd a
dibujar primeramente grecas, flores, animales
v figuras de una manera aislada, llegando has-
ta composiciones, donde entraba todo el mate-
rial aprendido. Se les dejaba a su eleeeién la
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Coineident with the reform of the pictorial
movement in Mexico, initiated in 1921, led by
the painter Diego Rivera, who had just return-
ed from his long sojourn abroad, the Ministry
of Education availed itself of the serviees of
some of the artists to substitute the academic
methods of teaching art in the official primary
schools by others that would relate art to life
and develop originality and ereative ability in
the children.

The artist Adolfo Best Maugard began this
reform by putting into praetice a method orig-
mated by him, called *‘Tradition, Renaissance
and Evolution of Mexican Art’’. He evolved
this method from a study of our pre-Conqguest
and other primitive arts and it consists of a
classification of all the constant elements in
their decorative motifs and forms into seven
elements: (1), the spiral line, developed in the
right or left direction; (2), the eirele; (3), the
semieirele: (4), the motif of the S’ known
as the line of beauty among the Greeks; (
the ondulated line; (6), the zig-zag line; |
the straight line. These elements, common in
the arts of all primitive peoples, are svmbol-
ical representations aecording to their forms;
for example, the cirecle represents the sun, the
moon or any one of the stellar bodies ; the brok-
en line, lightning, ete. Putting aside their sym-
bolical significanee, Mr. Best Maugard con-
sidered these elements simply from their es.
thetie point of view, taking them as a basis for
the development of his method. He mamtained
that the greater or lesser richness of the art
of a people was direetly related to the greater
or lesser number of elements with whieh it
counted. These elements ware given to the
children to copy. At first they drew Greeian
frets, flowers, animals and figures in an 1solat-
ed way. Then they eame to compositions whieh
inc¢luded all of them. They were free to seleet
dimensions and elements, and in that manner
they had the opportunity to express their own
personalities. The results were most fantastie.
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