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The ruins of Tikal lie on a limestone plain to_the north- o
of t‘c Lake of Peten, in approximately 1at.17 10° N,
89° 47"V, Woi iy

Baneroft"says: "The ruined structures of Ti: @ care reportfed

extend over a space of at least a league, anc they were dis-
covered, although their existenre had been previouoly reported
by Lafivos, in 1848 by Governor Ambrosic Tut and Colonel Modesto
Mendez.,"

The ruins were vﬂqifrd in the year 1877 by Dr.Bernouvll: : who

on his way home, and whose notes have unfortu,ately” ¥t i J
rpseeru, 3
Tikal in 1881 and 1882, ietting out each time
Vera Paz, and journeying northwards for ten d
the then almost uninhabited fcrest to the Paso Real,
ferry across the Rioc ¢e la Pasion, where the Government
intains a fearyman and serviceable canoes for the passage of
river. Feurteen miles rorth of the ferry stands the vil-
Te of Sacliec, or La Libertad, the headquarters of the mahogarny
From Saclie,a short day's ride across the savanna
ntry brings one to the Lake of Petén Itzd and in sight of
island town of Florest or Tayasf£l, a few hundred yards fronm
soufh east shore of the lake, From Flores we travelled by
night in canoes to the north-east shore of the lake to a place
called E1l Remate, marked by one dilapidated rancho, and thence
on foot through the forest for about thirty miles to the ruins
of Tikal.

The place is an”oluf ely g : the nearest Indian vil-
lages being San Andres and s rrwsmall ththS on the hor -
ders of the lake,

On neither occasion did my stay he ruins exceed a week.
The site of the ancient town is so thickly covered with forest
that during my first visit most of time was occupied in dis-
covering the woqlf ion of the more important buildings ;FPG
though in 1882 I sent men in advance to clear dch son
trees, I was not able to make a satisfactory surve
Plan on Plate LXVII, is very imperfect and merely 1nd
roughly the shape and size of the principal group of s
buildings near the house in which I camped, and gives
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mately the position of the five great Temple Mounds.,
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The Carved Lintels:.

Both tl outer and inner doorways of the Temples were covei:
gd with 1: 1ls formed of a number of beams of hard wood, prot-
ahly the wood of the Chico Sapote tree. Some of these lintel

l X"The Native Races ifiec States," Vol.IV,n.135,
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