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he pleased. The Hon. Lord Howden disembarked the same day. The Government has felt pleasure in af-
fording to such noble guests the hospitality they _deserved, owing to the eminence of the Governments
which they represented and the importance and interest of their high mission, as well as their high rank
and recommendable personal qualities.

On the 1ith The Envoys of H.B.M. and H.M. the King of the French, commenced their mission by
the annexed notes N.°5 | and 2. The Government was gratified in replying with those of N.¢s 4 and 5.

On the 13th, the first conferencé took place. In it the Plenipotentiaries manifested that the pro-
jects of Convention which they were about to transmit to the Government, did not differ from the bases
presented by the confidential Agent Mr. Thomas S, Hood; and that they were confident thatits form
would be agreeable to this Government, because in it, as well as in the others, the interests of all were
consulted. They also indicated the necessity of giving those bases a more solemn form than they had as
yet, in order that they should be signed by all those interested, and should produce respective obligations.
That this form would be that of a Convention.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs manifested to the Plenipotentiaries, that since he had by the order
of this Government answered their notes in which the bases presented by Mr. Hood were considered as
admitted, with the modifications proposed on them, he agreed to their being reduced to a more solemn
form, if, as he ought to expect it, they were not altered on being reduced to a Convention.
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The Plenipotentiaries reiterated that nothing was to be feared in that respect ; that nothing was
changed but the form; that it was uselesy to speak upon the subject since the Government was not yet
informed of the projects; that on perusal of them it might form comparisons; and that they would send
them on the following day with that object. The Minister for Foreign Affairs stated to the Plenipotentia-
ries that he would inform the Government of the projects as soon as he received them.
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