| Chap. XV. of'the Weft-Indies.

CHAP. XV.

| Deferibing the . Country of Chiapa, with the
chiefeft Towns and Commuodivies belonging wi-
'. to it.

. THOUgh Chiapa in the cpinion of the Spaniards be

v X held to be ontc of the pooreft Countrys of America s
‘becaufe in it as yet there have been no mines difcovered,
nor golden (ands found in the rivers, ner any haven upon
the South fea, whereby commodities are brought in and
carxied out, as to Mexico, Guaxaca, and Gustemalas yet X
may fay it exceedeth moft Provinces in the greatnefs and
beauty of fair Towns, and yicldeth to none except it be to
Guatemala s may it furpaffech all the xeft of Americain that
one, and famous and mofl populous Town of Chiapa of
| the Tudians. And it cught not to be much flighted by

the Spaniards as it is,if they would lookupon it as ftanding
between Mexico and Guatemala, whofe firength might be
all Americas fength, and whofe weaknels may prove
dangerous toall that flourithing Empire, for the cafic ens
trance into it by theriver of Tabafco, or forits near joyns
ing and bordering unto Fucatan. Befides, the commodities
in it are fuch asdouphold a conltant trading and commerce
amongt the Inhabitants themfelves,and with other neigh-
' bouring Countries, and from no one part ot America doth fihit
Spain get mote Cochinil then from one of the Provinces of L
Chiapa s the Towns alfo being great and populous, by their b S
yearly pole tribute, do add much to the King of Spains i R

| Revenues, i i

'| Thi$ Country is divided into three Provinces, to wit, b Rl B
Chiapa, Zeldalei, and Zoguesy whereof Chiapa it felf is the i

| poorclt,  This contains the great Town ot Chiapa of the N
Indians, and all the Towns and farms North-ward towards i
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